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The north south today 

Who is using the road? 
- Private cars 
- Freight 
- Public transport 
- Regional 
- Euregional 
- Bikers 
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Hasselt 

NS-connection at 
Houthalen - 
Helchteren 

The capacity of this road is 
limited by the number of lanes 
and by the interruptions in the 
traffic flow caused by the 
various road users, destination 
traffic and all intersecting 
movements. 
 
Growing traffic intensity;  
persons as freight  
(> 45,000 pae / day) 

The north south today Eindhoven 
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© Het belang van Limburg 



© Timmers Charlotte – Biomassing Central Limburg 

Policy context 



2006: Flemish government initiated actions for the N715 

Tunnel 

Bypass 

 

2007: Environmental effects (EIA) were studied and optimalised 

 + short term optimalisations 

 - This studie was approved on 22nd of september 2008.  
 - MKBA en ADR-transport study for tunnelsafety 

 

Oktober 2008 Principle choice for the bypass.  

 

Changes in landuse necessary for regional plans. 

Planning proces started 

dd. 22 september 2013 destroyed by the counsil of state. 
No measures where taken to avoid or prevent meaningful damage 
to the natural features of the special protection areas. (European 
natura 2000 areas.) Only a measure was given to compensate this 
damage. 

December 2013 they Remodified the EIA 
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12 mei 2017: Counsil of state destroyed the remodeled EIA and the 
regional planning process.  

 

In June 2017 the Flemish Governement decides to follow the 
Complex Project procedure for the North-South connection.  

And to start the exploration fase. 

Policy context 



2014 studie with OSA: Reviving the Coal track 

2015 2 studio’s on the coal track in MaUSP, OSA, Kuleuven 

Feb 2016 workshop: waste of the city, city of wast, designing HH waste landscape. 
Initiative of OSA, dep Omg and the municipality 

 Part of the IABR 2016 

Summer 2016: Study on the ecological corridor HH (compensation for NS) 

2017: Masterthesis on HH within OSA, in colab with dep Omg 

2018: Studio followed on masterthesis 

End 2018: studio finalised in publication by OSA and dep Omg, in colab with 
 the municipality 

 

 

 

Long term history working  
 - with the municipality HH 
 - KULeuven research group OSA.  

Local story 











Complex project NZL 

LIVABILITY 
Traffic prssure at the center of HH must decrease. 

In this way the residential centers get back space 
and better airquality. 

SUSTAINABLE SOLUTION 
The solution must take into account future traffic 
evolutions and at the same time preserve nature in the 
region.  

ECONOMIC PROGRESS 
With a solution for North-South Limburg we create 
economic progress for HH and Limburg  

ACCESSIBILITY AND ROAD SAFETY 
Better accessibility for the North Limburg Region and a 
smooth connection between Hasselt and Eindhoven. 
Road safety for all road users will increase.  



Organisation 

de coordinating and 
executive role  

They decide upon studies, 
comm and participation 
guidance… 

Gouvernor as the 
procescoordinator. 
Neutral figure in the 
proces.  

Studio NSLimburg. 
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Integrated design approach 
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Research question: 

How can de NZ be designed in relation to other 
networks with the ambition to become one solid 
integrated and working network, which can 
guide the economical potention of the region? 

Regional relations – part of TEN-T 
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Research question: 

 
How can we preserve and 
strengthen the existing natural 
values ​​of the valuable structures 
and at the same time shape 
effective wet and dry ecological 
connections? 

Regional relations – part of European ecological 

corridor 
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Co-creationweek 
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This kind of process is timeconsuming, allot of effort from 
the partners and stakeholders. 

Challenges:   
How keep them integrated 
How ensure execution? 

Acknowledgement of livability within Urban nodes 

Last conclusions 


